CHAPTER VIII
THE information which General S&ras got from the prisoners having determined him to advance the next day, he sent orders to his division to descend from the heights of San Giacomo, and to bivouac that same night near the inn. The prisoners were forwarded to Finale. The horses were by right the property of the hussars ; they were all good horses, but, according to the existing custom, which was established in order to benefit ill-mounted officers, a prize horse was never sold for more than five louis. It was an established price, and paid in cash. The sale began as soon as the tents were pitched; General Seras, his staff officers, and the colonels and majors of the regiments soon carried off our seventeen horses, which brought the sum of 85 louis. This was handed over to my detachment, and the hussars, who had received no pay for more than six months, were delighted with this windfall, the merit of which they ascribed to me. I had some pieces of gold on me, so, in order to pay my footing as a sergeant, I not only refused to take my share of the purchase-money of the horses, but I bought from the innkeeper three sheep, a gigantic cheese, and a cask of wine, .with which my detachment had a blow-out. This was one of the happiest days of my life; it was the 10th Frimaire, year 8.
On the next and following days the division of General S6ras had several little engagements with the enemy, during which I continued to command my fifty hussars, doing scout duty, to the general's satisfaction. In his report to General Championnet General S6ras praised my conduct in stately terms, and reported it also to my father; so that when, a few days later, I brought my detachment back to Savona, myto fail/ This way of putting the matter naturally did not improve poor M. Canon's already awkward position ; the general put him under arrest, and degraded him on the spot, having his stripes torn off in presence of the regiment and the fifty hussars; then, turning to me, who had just come up, and not knowing my name, he said: £ You have performed admirably a duty which is usually entrusted only to officers. I am sorry that, as a general of division, I have not the power to appoint you sub-lieutenant; I will, how-nt in the world.'e bank,im by the collar while
